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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following valuable communication, refpecSling the pre- 
fent ftate of hufbandry in the county of Huntingdon, and the 
means of its improvement, drawn up for the confideration of 
the Board of Agriculture, is now printed, merely for the pur- 
pofe of its being circulated there, in order that every perfon, 
interefted in the welfare of that county, may have it in his 
power to examine it fully before it is publifhcd, — It is there- 
fore requefted, that any remark, or additional obfervation, 
which may occur to the reader, on the perufal of the following 
fheets, may be tranfmitted to the Board of Agriculture, at its 
office in London, by whom the fame (hall be properly attended 
to ; and, when the returns are completed, an account vv^ill be 
drawn up of the flate of agriculture in Huntingdonfliire, from 
the information thus accumulated, which, it is believed, will be 
found greatly fuperior, to any thing of the kind, ever yet made 
public. 

The Board will probably follow the fame plan, in regard to 
all the othef counties in the united kingdom ; and, it is hardly 
neceflary to add, will be happy to give every affiftance in its 
power, to any perfon who may be defirous of improving his 
breed of cattle, (beep, &c« or of trying any ufeful experiment 
ia hufbandry. 
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I N T R O I> U C T I O N. 



Ir^HE ccronty of Htnt?ngdon' ii an inland diftrift, 
r which extends in length from North to South about 
tv\^nty-cight miles; and in breadth fronr Eaft to VVetf 
about twenty-two ; • its circumference is faid to be fixty- 
feven miles. It contains 4 hundreds, 6 market-towns, 79 
pariihe^, 240,000 acr^s, 8220 holifes, and^ probably, about 
50yOOO inhabitants. 

It is well known thisit' very little has been written rela- 
tive to the general ftat^ of this county ; and in particular, 
fo far as has come to uly knowledge, no information has 
as yet been communicated to the public refpcfiSog the 
fiate of its agriculture ; a circumftance which has rendered 
the drawing up of the following obfcnrations the more 
difficult. 

The Ouie and the Nene are the principal rivers in this 
county ; and along their banks the meadows are naturally 
rich and fertile. There are feveral lakes in the county ; 
but Whittlefea meer is by far the moft confiderable. It 
is indeed one of the larged in England, being 6 miles long 
and 3 broad. Some idea^ have been entertained of draining 
it, and it is not fuppofed to be impra£ticable» Such a 
meafure is fupported by fome, as it would tend to im- 
prove the bealthineis of the neighbourhood, and would 
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add a confiderable extent of fertile land to the adjoining 
eftates ; whilft others are led to obje£l to it, unwilling to 
be deprived of fo beautiful a piece of water, or to lofe the 
excellent fi(h it produces. 

The Soils are very various, from the firongeft clay, with 
the moft ihallow (laple of foil, to the lighteft loam ; and 
from the richeft pafture and meadow, to barren heath* 

The higheft parts of tae county are of the firongeft 
clay i and fuch parts as are cultivated are chiefly common 
fields. As we proceed towards the lower parts, the foil is 
found of a milder nature, and better adapted for profitable 
cultivation : neverthelefs, all the different kinds of foil are 
cultivated in a iimilar manner } a practice evidently con- 
trary to all the principles of good hulbandry ; fince what 
may anfwer with one fpecics of foil may be deftrudtivc 
to another* 

From tlie obfenrations I have been enabled to make, 
without an a£lual furvey, this county may contain about 
130,000 acres of commonable meadows, commons, and 
common fields ; 23,000 acres of incloied arable and wood-' 
land ; 43;OOo acres of inclofed pafture ; and 441OOO acres 
of feu*]and. 
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PRESENT STATE OF AGRICULTURE 

IN THE COMMON-FIELDS. 



THE Ctmmon^JUli land^ in etch refpcAive parilhy is 
divided into three parts ; one part is annually fal- 
lowed, a moiety of which is folded with (heep and fown 
with wheat ; and the other moiety is dunged and fown 
with barley in the fucceeding fpring. The part which 
produces wheat, is broken up and fown with oats ; and 
the part which produces barley, is at the fame time gene- 
rally fown with beans or peas; and then it comes in 
rotine to be again fallowed in the third year. This is the 
beft hulbandry of the common-fieldsi by which means any 
given fpot, produces the fame kind of grain or pulfe every 
fixth year. 

But this is not invariably purfued ; inafmuch as many 
fiutners, whofe condud is not particularly watched over, 
attend to their immediate interefts, without a due regard 
to their future, and fow wheat upon part of the land 
which Ihould produce barley ; and oats upon another part 
of the land, which Ihould produce peas or beans. 

This mode of proceeding is oAlcd ^rojs^cfcppingi its 

tendency is evidently to exhauft the land, and to render it 

much lefs fertile in future. The quick fucceffion of the 

lame kinds of grain, particuhrly fo impoverifliing a crop 

* B at 
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us oats, as a fuhflitutc for any kind of pulfe, mufl nece^ 
, farily Uavo thateffc^. 

With every common-field, there is a^ certain quantity of 
commonable IvigU tand, and meado^w co(t\mpnable at Lam- 
mas, when the bay is taken off. 

The quantity of common, is generally apportioned ta 
the neccflary quantity of (beep kept for folding the land» 
the fame being origrnally laid out for that purpofe ; s^nd 
v^bere the quantity has laf.terly been found infufiicient, in 
confequence of any improvements in the breed of (heepv 
or from the incroachments made by felf-interefted farmers, 
by ploughing up the balks and headlands adjoining or 
mixed with the arable hnd^. more. land. has been laid 
down for commoQ* 

Other farmers, more providenti fow a portion of tares^ 
infleadof oats, to feed their folding flieep upon, which is 
good hufbandry ; but the praiflice is far from being ge^ 
nerah 

From a ihiftaken prkiciple in the means of.- drainage, 
the land has been ridged up time innncmorial in- a manner 
which will render it difficult to make any , improvement in 
it, particularly on the flrong clays \ that,, however, fhould 
not difcourage a fpirited improver from making experi- 
ments, in order to afcertain how it can be effefied to the 
beft advantage ; the difadvantages of having land in fuch 
a (late are ohvious. 

There is not more than a moiety of it which is very 
produdive, being the middle of the ridges ; the fides ex- 
tending to the furrows generally produce a very inferior 
crop,, both in point of quantity and quality, which may be 
very juftly attributed to the conftant wet ftate of that part 
of the land ; and, owing to this practice, a great part of 
the manure, is conftantly waihed away from the fides of 
tfiQ IwdSf sind in a great meafure loft to the farmer* 

2 ThiJt 
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Thus circumftanced, the draining of the land is verf 
much negleAedy being difficult in every point of view» 
and requiring tbe^^greateft (kill and attention. Tiie far- 
mers attempt it nipA-ficially whiift the erops are growing, 
but never think of it when the land lies for a whole win- 
ter with ftubble on it ; not confidering, that the fuccefs of 
the enfuing crops> as much depends, upon the land being 
kept in a fufficient dry ilate at one fcafon as another. 

The buiinefs of fallowing is generally performed when 
the land is in the drieft ftate in May or June ; and upon 
ilrong clays it requires the labour of fix horfes and two 
men to plow at moft an acre pir day, generally three 
quarters of an acre ; and no oxen are employed. , 

It is alledged by the hufbandman, that by ploughing the 
land for fallow in dry weather, they prevent the fucceed^ 
ing crop from being incommoded with weeds to the ex- 
tent it otherwife would be : thus they allow nothing for . 
tlie caufe ; and fhort-iightedly obferve only the effect. By 
this mode of proceeding, the feeds of weeds are locked up 
in the hard clods which cannot be pulverized : and three 
of the mod material obje£ts of fallowing are wholly unat- 
tended to, viz. ift, The pulverizing the foil ; 2dly, pro- 
ducing the vegetation of the latent feeds depofited whiift 
the previous crops were growing, and thereby have an op- 
portunity of deftroying them ; and 3dly, the mixing the 
diifercnt particles of foil together, in order to produce a 
ncceflary fermentation. 

The draining of the commonable land appendant on 
common- fields, is, for the moft part, unattended to ; in 
confcquencc of which, the (hcep have at bcft but a wet 
layer in winter, and unwholefomc food in fummer ; and 
from thefe caufes, and the fparing provifion of green, or 
other winter-food, may, in a very coniiderable degree, be 
attributed the precarious ftatc of the health of the ani- 
mals depaftured thereon. 

Ba PRESENT 
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THE part which is in an arable ftate, is generally 
farmed, without any fyftem of agriculture laid down be- 
tween landlord and tenant. 

The plough is erroneoufly confidered as an enemy to 
the landlord's intereft ; and fuch parts as are permitted to 
be broken up, or continued in an arable ftate, are conii- 
dered as devoted to a certain redu&ion in value ; and if 
any covenants, with a view to the management of the 
land, are laid down between landlord and tenant, the ten-* 
dency of them is more dire6ked to prevent extreme bad 
management, than to promote the contrary ; and wherever 
the occupiers are bound by any covenants for manage- 
menti a fyilem is enforced, drawn from the miferable 
praftice of the common-fields already defcribed, confining 
the occupier to two crops and a fallow, &c« And I am 
well informed, that there are not 7,000 acres of land in 
the county upon which any improvements in agriculture 
have been introduced and inforced, that have not been 
known and underflood for at lead a century paft ; the te- 
nantry, having generaily no more than a yearly intereft in 
their refpeflive occupations, want that fpur to induftry 
which can alone be created by granting them leafes Jor 
terms of years, proportioned to theexpence of their exer- 
tions, 
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tions, and tbe neeeflary certainty and fecurity for their 
being fully re-imburfed. 

The pafturi land is under no proper fyftem of nianage- 
menty being generally too wet»*^vered with ^t»hillsy 
which are highly prejudicial to the' proouce/aAa from Ae 
unevennefs of the fur&ce, it is impoffible to roll it^ which 
is the fureft means of deftroying worms, ants, and other 
vermin ; fo that the fweard is not half fo productive as it 
otherwife would be« 

The meadows are overflowed by every fudden fall of 
water from the higher land, and the crops very frequently 
damaged, and often carried away. 

ThifiH is generally unprodndive, being conftantly either 
covered with water, or at leaft in too wet a ftate for cuiti* 
vation ; and confiderable parts are very frequently forfeited 
to the corporation of tbe Bedford Level, the tax annually 
charged upon the land far its drmnagi^ far exceeding any' 
advantages the proprietors can derive from the foil, in its 
prefent ftate, they rather prefer relinquifhing their cftatea 
than to pay the taxes impofed upon them. 

Tbi tMdi 9f cultivating thi fen land^ where any parts are 
fuflkiently dry to^admit of it, is, firft by burnbaking * the 
furface; then ploughing and fowing cole or rape-feed, 
feeding the fame off with iheep (and very often fuffering 
it to ftand for feed) i afterwards fowing oats or other white 
grain fucceffively, whilfl the land will continue to produce 
a crop, and then fuffering it to remain two or three years, 
producing every kind of beggary ; then the procefs of 
burnbaking is again performed, &c. &c. 

« fireaft-ploushiiig the far£iGe, and afterwards drying and burning it. 
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[ H 3 



PRESENT STATE OF CATTLI^ JlWD SHEJEP» 



mm 



iFor remarks and additional 
.4>bfervations« 



THE Jhfep^ Upon the inclofed pafture land, are a mixed 
breed. The Leicefterfliire and Lincolnlhire kinds have 
been introduced, but they are very inferior to the moft 
perfeft of either fort. In fome inftances, attempts have 
been made* by a few graziers, towards an improvement, but 
with' a view rather to the ram or tup-trade, thai> that of, 
making a complete and radical improvement in their re«. 
fpefiive (locks. The W9lt in the inclofed pafture, weighs, 
at an average, about 7 pounds pir fleece. It is of a pretty 
good quality, and fells at the fame price with that of Lei^ 
cefterlhire and Lincolnlbire. 

• 

7%# neat eattli will not bear any particular dcfcription ; 
fhey are for the moft part purchafed^when young at diftant 
fairs, and are the refufe of the Lancafhire, Lcicefterfhire, 
and Derbyfhire breeds, or are bred from thefe forts, with- 
out any particular care in felefting them* 

'From the open'ftate of the country, dairy-farming is, 
not much 'followed; and the cows are ufed for fuckling, 
calves in the Southern part of the county, to fupply the 
London-market. 

Oxen are purchafed for grazing without any particular 
choice in the breed, and unfortunately are never ufed in 
huft)andry. 

The 
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7fJt Jbeep of ihs common-JieUs end cammcns arc of a very 
inferior fort, except in fomc few inftances, and very little, 
if any, care is taken, either in the breeding, feeding, or 
preferving them ; and from the negiefted ftate of the land 
on which they are depaflured, and the fcanty proviiion for 
their fupport in winter, and the confequent difeafes to 
which they are liable, their wool is alfaoCa very inferior 
quality, yielding at the rate only, of from 3. to 4 
pounds pir fleece, and generally bearing an inferior price 
to the wool .produced on the pajOturesL 

Horfes^—Thi^ county is not famous for any psirticular 
breed. The farmers' horfes arc of the heavy black kind, 
and they do not generally look forward, to the advantage 
that jnight be derived, by felling them ofF for more valuable 
putpofei when mature — If due attention were to be 
paid to the breed, every farmer might fell off one or more 
horfes every year at an enormous price for carriages, and 
fupply his team with thofe of two years old at a lefs price. . 

Population. — ^There not being any manufaftures in this 
county deferving notice, agriculture is the only means of 
occupation. But from tlie uninclofed and uncultivated 
ilate of the country, and the little employment and encou- 
ragement given to the hulbandmen, in refpeA to conftant 
work throughout the year, the labourers continue, with 
the farmers during the winter feafon to tbraih .out nheir 
grain ; and on the approach of fummer, they fet ofF for 
more cultivated counties where labour is more required. 
Whereas, were a proper fyftem of hufbandry introduced^ 
thefe labourers wouU have conftant employment in their : 
own neighbourhood.. 

There is a fcarcity of comfortable cottages*for the poor 
in this county ; and the farmers are more iludious to pre- 
vent this very neceflary cla& of men firom making fettle-- . 

ments 
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ments amongft them> than to provide them ufefol and pro- 
fitable employment — the moft diftreffing circumftance re- 
fulting from which is, that on the approach of harveft, in- 
habitants in the country cannot be found to reap, gather, 
and smbarn the com; and were it not for the accidental 
peregrinations of the Irifli^ of manufadurers from Leiccf- 
terfhire, and perfons of other diftant counties, the corn 
muft be fpoilcd in the fields. No wonder then, as the ex<» 
ecution of this neceflary and in^portant bufinefs depends 
upon chance, that, in fome paits of the county, in timet 
when labourers are fcarce, a guinea and upwards pgr acre 
is frequently paid for reaping wheat and oats, which, ac* 
cording to an equal fcale in the price of labour, might 
otherwife be performed for feren fhillings; and it has 
often occurred, tliat at a critical time in harvcft, when 
labourers have been wanted extremely, half a guinea 
per day, and even upwards, has been paid to them. 

Oai timhr is not much raifed in this county, and there 
is very little fit for the navy ; it is ufually cut down when 
it begins to be moft valuable for that purpofe, and confe* 
quently when it ought to be fjpared. 

Tbi unJifwii is not carefully feleAed and planted ; the 
production of it^ both in quantity and quality, is for the 
moft part left to chance* 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN THE AGRICULTURE OF THE 

COMMON-FIELDS. 



MIXED property 9 of every defcription, will be improved 
by being properly divided and made feveral ; but a queftion 
always arifes in the minds of the jadicious, whether the 
advantages of any given plan will exceed the expence of 
carrying it into execution. If we examine the common* 
fields which are the fubjeft of this enquiry, we fhall find 
that, for the moft confiderable part, proprietors who have 
a property in many hundreds of acres, in any parifli, have 
not more, than two or three acres at moft, conneded toge* 
ther. The refidue lies in acres and half acres quite dif- 
jointed ; and tenants under the fame land-owner, crofs each 
other continually, in performing their neceliary daily la- 
bour. A general exchange of land, in the refpeAive pa- 
rifbes, would be a very defirable objeft, in cafes (if any can 
poffibly exift) where a general inclofure and divifion could 
not take place, fo that each man's property would be al- 
lotted together in large parcek : by this procedure, at leaft 
a moiety of the occupier's expences, in cultivating the foil, 
might be faved. 

Gmgral JivtfioHtf andinchfuns of the common -fields, are 
the only means of promoting the good of the country to 
the utmoft} by means of which, each proprietor will 

C have 
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have his property in a contigaoui fituation, he wiH be 
enabled to apply die foil to iti right ufe ^ (that it to iay, 
the arable land to pafture, and the pafture to arable, as can 
beft be turned to his advantage ;) to introduce the beft 
fyfiems of agriculture, which are particularly adapted to 
different foils $ to effe£t a competent drainage ; to promote 
the growth of timber; to bring about an arrangement of 
tithes, fo highly defirable for all parties interefted in the 
foil and its produAions. And it may be here obferved, 
that the bilhop of Lincoln has, with very great prudence 
and judgement, fuggefted a regulation for a commutation of 
tithes in his diocefe, (of which this county is a part)^ when 
common-fields are inclofed, which is found to anfwer fo 
well, that, it is to be hoped, it will be every where adopted. 
By this plan, the money payments for tithes, vary, accord- 
ing to the price of corn from time to time ; a procedure 
equitable towards the land-owners and occupiers, and 
highly fecure for the clergy, becaufe it prevents die abufes 
which too frequently have befallen the intereft of the 
clergy, in confequence of the mifmanagement, of the allot* 
menls which have been made to them of iand^ given in 
lieu of tithci ; for it cannot be fuppofed that gentlemen 
bred up in coUeges, are always competent to let the land 
they receive, fo as to preferve the permanency of ks yearly 
value* It is with pleafure I add, that wherever this plan 
has b^en carried into effcA, it has been attended with the 
defired fuccefs *• 

And laftly, to improve the breed of cattle and flieep^ 
and to preferve them from a variety of maladies and dif • 
eafes, contagious and otherwife, to which they are liable 
on a common and in common-fields. 

• ThoTe who roay bo defiitmi of obtainiiiK farther infbmiatjoii upon tirif 

ftibjoA, may oonfolt the resoktbiis in dio wBti or^luun«nr, pdled Uft f«flwn, 

n^eaios ihs kicloriiis •£ Miltoo ftfantana Etftlji iaBedlipcdlbiiv* 

3 Indoied 
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Inclofed land, managed to the greateft advantagei ftands 
not in need of being folded with fhecp, when in a (late of 
fallow^ by which procedure the produce of the pafture land 
18 laid upon the arable ; to which, according to the old 
fyilem, no return of manure can be made; for under an 
improved fyftem of hufbandry, every part of the farm 
ihould be under fome fpecies of crop, and fallow totally 
abolilhed. 

To introduce every argument which might be urged, to 
prove tlie lalutary efiefts of inclofing commons and comt 
mon-fields, would far exceed the limits of my prefcnt 
plan, or the neceffities of the cafe. 

It has been obferved by thofe, who are prejudiced in fa- 
vour of ancient cuftoms and methods, that fome inclo* 
fures have not anfwered the e?cpences attending them i but 
when we confider the plain truth of the matter, it will be 
found| that mifmanagement and abufe in the mode of 
bringing about the meafure, as well as in carrying it into 
cfFed, has been the true caufe of the ill fuccefs which may 
have fometimes attended it. 

A well-digefted General Bill for the inclofure of com- 
mons^ common-fields, and wafie-lands, would wonderfully 
operate towards the fuccefs of inclofures, as it would be a 
means of faving a very confiderable expedce in the outlet 
of the bufinefs. 

It (hould form a material part of the duty of perfons, 
employed as agents, for proprietors whofe eflates are in* 
clofed, to prevent very expenfive buildings from being 
crefted ; a profufion of money has been lavilhed upon 
nfelefs buildings, not requilite for a due occupation of the 
land, and which is a heavy burden upon the proprietors, 
without anfwering any good purpofe. 

It has been erroneoufly infilled upon by fome perlbns, 
that certain foils are not adapted for that improved fyftem 
of hulbandry, which ought to take place upon an inclofure^ 

C a in 
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in order to pay the expencei attending it ; ftrong clayey 
land with a ihallow ftaple, it is granted, will not admit of 
fo Aiucli improvement as other foils, upon which green 
winter food may be produced iii perfe£lion, as turnips^ 
cole, rape feed, or cabbages; and where tlxe drill huf- 
bandry, under a proper courfe of interwoven meliorating 
crops, (as peafe, beans, and other pulfe, with a rotation of 
white grain and artificial grafles in fucceffion), are judici* 
ouHy purfued. It is alfo certain, that mixed foil, light 
loamy, fandy, and gravelly foils, if they are in a ftate of 
common-iield, apfwer beft to the proprietors upon an in* 
clofure, fuch foils, having been farmed according to the 
ancient common-field hufbandry, are very weak, poor, 
foul, and unprodudive ; the quick repetitions of the fame 
forts of grain, and the too frequently breaking and turn- 
ing over the foil, already too light, tends to let the mu- 
cilage be waflied away, and to efcape the reach of the roots 
of the grain i which difadvantagcs are eafily to be rcme* 
died, upon the introduAion of an improved fyftem of huf- 
bandry for fuch foils, which have a direft tendency to 
produce contrary eiFe£ts ; but this does not prevent even 
the ftrong clayey land, with a (hallow ftaple (being con:- 
mon-field) from being very much improved by means of 
an incloiure, upon which a complete drainage may be 
effected ; wheat, beans, artificial grades, &c, cultivated 
to perfection ; promoting more abundantly the means of 
improving and fupporting cattle and Iheep, and very much 
meliorating their winter layer ; and in many rnftances, on 
fuch land, green winter.food may be produced, as cole, or 
rape, or cabbages, where manure, in pretty ftrong drefling^i 
can be afibrded for that purpoie. 

A prejudice is very prevalent amongft farmers, and 
fome gentlemen of landed property are not free from it, 
viz. that the occupier of any given fpot of land, mu(t cer- 
tainly be a better judge of the purpofcs to which it may 
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be applied, and of courfe of its value, than any other per- 
fon. If we examine die fall force of this dodrine, it goes 
to declare, that fuch occupier, is perfedly mailer, of every 
improvement that could be introduced upon tiie farm he 
occupies I and, to particularize a few points, that he apph'es 
the excellent drill-bufbandry of a Duckett, the fyftems of 
the mod ingenious farmers in Norfolk, &c. the flieep- 
farming of a Bakewell, the neat cattle of Tyndell, Culley, 
or Hoyte ; the excellent plan for making water-meadows, 
recommended by Bofwell, and adopted in Dorfetfbire and 
the adjacent counties ; the moll approved modes of hollow 
draining followed in EiTex, Hertfordlhire, &c. ; in fhort, 
he muil have left no known improvement of which it is 
capable unapplied to bis iarm, before he can be faid to be 
a competent judge of the value of it ; there being no mode 
of probation, or fixed criterion, by which the abilities of 
the farmer, or of perfons who arc frequently employed to 
regulate and determine the interefis of landlord and tenant, 
are to be tried. 

It every day occurs, that perfons wholly incompetent to 
the talk they undertake, arc thus employed, whofe know* 
ledge in agriculture was acquired, in an attorney's office, a 
butler's pantry, or in an upholfterer's Ihop, Precedents 
of leafes, made an hundred years ago, are handed down 
IS the governing rule of their condudl ; and the grumbling 
farmer mull take them, although the covenants are as op- 
pofite to what they ought to be, as the laws of Turkey arc 
inapplicable to the fubjefls of Oreat Biitain. 

The profeflion of furvcyor, is fiequently taken up by 
perfons, whofe knowledge of agriculture was acquired, by 
d:agging a chain, over foroe inconfiderablc diftrift of, per- 
haps, one or two negl^dled uncultivated counties ; and 
whofe fubfequent employment, is rather directed, to the 
riveting the barbarous pradices and prejudices of the 
country, than to prevent or remove them* 

I No 
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No Baan it competent to regulate the bufbandqr of an 
cftate, who iiat not been bred up in pra£ticai hufbandry, 
and who cannot with facility apply every known improve- 
ment in agriculture, to a foil iimilar to that^ on which it 
has been already applied witli fuccefa* 

Oxen will be found very profitable in the cultivation of 
land ; and though every farm cannot be managed to ad- 
vantage with oxen only, yet a proportion of the labour 
may be performed by them to the greateft advantage. 

Her/is (hould be of fuch forts, either light or heavy, ac- 
cording to tlie ftrength of the labour they are intended to 
perform ; but of that fort, that may be fold off for more 
valuable pnrpofes (as carriages of all defcriptions) when 
they are mature *• 

77fi breed of neat cattle^ by means of a general inclofure^ 
may be improved at leaft 40 per cent, and fupported upon 
the fame weight of aliment as they are now t. 

Tbejbeep may be improved in their carcafes at leaft tot. 
each, and in their fleeces 31. per fleece, in like manner, and 
under the like circumftances* 

Timber and mnderweed^ which derives its fupport from be« 

* Eithar hf hofmg in, or brMdinf one or more fetb annodlf, a tttni may 
to fopplied with jooog improving borfei, aooording to tbo vinoui fizos of 
difibrsnt fiormt, and thofa of fix or fevan yean old fold off to gnat advanOfa 
for cttTiigas of avaiy dafcriplioo* 

f Dairtei of aowt, onay ba ftippliad wkh holen^ in tika namiaiM if pio- 
poM far thaliippiyof taaauof borfni and cows, wban matnn^ mi^ ba fed 
fior beef Co great adrantage { and in pnrfoing thii plan to the ntmoft extant it 
defenpei^ equal attention oogbt to be paid, to the ntmoft faloe of tba C8fcaft% 
ai wen ai to tbe baft qialitici for Ib^ daify. 
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low the fttperftratum of foil^ and not dependent upon it, 
XDBjf in many inltances» be planted with great fuccefs, upon 
land, which is of very low quality, for any of the purpofes 
of cultivation. 

Whenever underwood is cut, the forts ought to be par-< 
tieularly examined, and fuch as are unproduftive. or un^ 
profitable, grubbed up, and other forts planted in their 
Head : the fame care Ihould be ufed in felefting, planting, 
preferving, and cultivating timber, beft adapted to the re- 
fpeftive foils* 
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IMPROVEMENT OF INCLOSED ARABLE AND 

PASTURE LAND. 



, For remarks and additional 
obfervatious. 



THE application of foil, to its right ufe, is a matter of 
the utmoft importance to the kingdom in general, but 
more particularly to the landed intereft. It will be found, 
upon due enquiry* that a very confiderable quantity of 
land, which is now paftnre, cannot be improved without 
its being fkfl brought into an arable ftate ; and it will be 
alfo found (though in inftances more rare), that certain 
parts, now arable, might be better applied to the purpofes 
of pafture. 

It certainly requires fome judgement to make the ne- 
ceflary difcrimination, and to draw covenants, betweea 
landlord and tenant, for the regulation of the fyftem, and 
due care muft be taken to fee them enforced. For want 
of competent judgement in perfons employed in fuch 
concerns, or from negled, abufes have frequently hap« 
penedy and felf-interefted tenants have ploughed up pafture* 
land, without attending to any improvement) but, on the 
contrary, have continued to crop the land with grain, 
whilft it would produce any, and afterwards it has fallen 
into the landlord's hands in a reduced ftate. From fuch 
circumftances, the proprietors became alarmed, and have 
rather preferred that their land Ihould continue in a ftate 
of perpetual pafture, than that it fliould be converted to 

arable 
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araMe under a rifque of its being exhaufted ; and prejudice 
againft the plough is fo very Aiong, that it is not unufual 
to meet with perfons in the habit of afling as furvcyors, 
who efiimate the value of land, merely in proportion as it 
may be coniidered adapted for being laid down in pafture ; 
for I am confident that due proportions of pafture and 
arable land, beft anfwer the purpofes of an occupier ; and, 
according to the fize of a fatm, fo ought thefe proportions 
to be laid out \ by which means, green winter-food for 
feeding cattle and fheep, and firaw for litter, is provided ; 
and manure, arifing therefrom, may be afforded to be laid 
upon the paftures ; whilft, by a judicious fyftem of agri- 
culture, the arable will, in a very great degree, fupport 
itfelf in high condition. 

It is no advantage for an occupier to be permitted to ufe 
the plough, unlefs he can have a fufficient quantity of 
arable land to carry him on fyftematically for green winter- 
food, &c. 

It is a common pradice, where ploughing is permitted, 
to fuffer tenants to break up certain portions of pafture 
land, under agreements, to lay fuch land down again for 
pafture at ftipulated times, and then to break up other 
parts, fuch land is generally impoverifhed when it is laid 
down, and ever afterwards it continues unprodu£live in 
that ftate. 

Farms confifting wholly of pafture and tneadow land, 
muft neceilarily be impoverifhed, becaufe a certain quan- 
tity muft be every year mown, and an adequate return of 
manure^ cannot be made, for the injury done by the fcythe. 

Meadow-land upon the banks of rivers, which may be 
occaiionally watered, and very rich pafture-land in low 
fituations cannot be more profitably applied j but 
pafture land of inferior quality, and more efpecially fuch 
as has been injudicioufly ploughed, and improperly laid 
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For remarks and additional 
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down, may be converted to more profitable purpofesi b)t 
ploughing and introducing the improved fyftem of huf-* 
bandry. At leaft a third of the produce of every acre of 
pafture-Iand, as often as it is renewed, is wafted by the 
foil of the animals which dcpafture on it. When gentle* 
men of landed property ihall attend more to agriculture, 
and when grades (hall, be better nnderftood, and the mofl: 
valuable forts feleded, we ihall have very little land per- 
Ynanently ynder pafture, fuch grafles will be cultivated ia 
like manner to Lucern, and cattle and (beep will probably 
be moft profitably ftall-fed ^. But wbilft any land is u(ed 
as pafture or meadow, it ought to be improved to the ut- 
moft it is capable of, by levelling the ant-hills» draining,, 
manuring, rolling, &c» 

The beft mpde of levelling the ant-hills, is, by cutting 
every third hill . annually, fpreading its contents, and lay- 
ing down the fod upon ks bafe (provided it is of a good 
ibrt of grafs, if not, to fow grafs feeds thereon), by which 
means the whole b^finefs will he performed in three year&, 
and the land will not be over burthened at any time with 
too much dead foil ; in other cafes it may be advifable^ 
upon poor clayey land^ to cut up the hills and carry them 
off; or, in defperate cafes, to plough the whole. Much, 
depends upon the particular cafes, and a man of judgement 
will a£t accordingly. 

Whether a farm confifts of land which has been long in 
tillage, or land converted from pafluFe to arable, tlie mofl: 
approved fyftem of agriculture, beft adapted to the foil^ 
ought to be applied ; which, confidered in a general way, 
is, by keeping off fucceflions of white f grain, to inter* 
weave meliorating crops alternately between crops of white 
grain, to drain, drill, hoe, weed, and preferve each fort» to 

* A practice iotttled to conTid^nuion and esqierimcnt.. 
f Wheat, barley,.ry«y and oafii^ 
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lay down for a certain time with graft feeds fuch parts at 
(hall in any previous year have produced turnips, coIe» 
feed, or cabbages, with the next crop of grain ^. 

Stock ' of every defcription may be improved to the ut« 
moft the foil is capable of maintaining, which will be beft 
carried into efFed, by an equal regard in feleding the beft 
forts, and in the care which is taken^ in cultivating the 
means for its fupport. jf 

A judicious agent, can eaiily draw covenants, adapted to 
every improvement the foil is capable of, giving the occu- 
pier full fcope for doing well, and preventing him from 
injuring the property he occupies ; and thus the great ob- 
jeAion to the granting of leafes, without which no general 
improvement can be expeded, is efFe£tuaIly removed* 

^ The pariih of Goodmancbefter, fomedf noted for its YmtbiniArj, it 
aow, not more fsmoos thm otiier places in the county for opulent foi^ 
tntn, good managementi or Tillable ctttle* The town ftands al the extremity 
of a very large comnaoo-fieU| where the piop ep ty Is extremely mixed, and the 
labour in agriculture on that accooot very ooofiderable* Here aa iodofure 
would be highly beneficial. 
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IMPROVEM.ENT IN MEADOW-LAND. 



For remarks and additional 
obfervations. 



. IT has been already remarked, that the Ouzc Is the prin- 
cipal river which runs through this county ; the Nene touches 
it as a boundary againd Northamptonfhire. Along the banks 
of the Ouze from St. Neot's to Earith, is a large quantity 
of rich meadow-land, which is fubjeft to be overflowedi at 
all feafons of the year, when the water comes down from 
. Bedfordfhire and Buckinghamfhire with any confiderable 
rapidity : it very frequently happens, that the crops of hay 
are either confiderably damaged, or totally carried away ; 
the water, which might be made a fource of great advan- 
tage, is, in the prefent (late of things, on fuch account, an 
evil of no fmall magnitude. A confiderable number of 
water*mills are placed upon this ftream, which ferve to 
increafe the rifque of damage, and more efpccially as the 
conftru£tion of their wheels are not generally on the im* 
proved plan, and as there is no certain gauge or level gene* 
rally obferved to which the water Ihall be held up^ nor any 
poiitive laws for throwing open flood-gates, upon the ap* 
proach of an increafed quantity of water. I propofe, that 
either the water-mills fhould be taken away, or, under a 
general or particular aft of parliament, the river Ihould, 
where necelTary, be widened, and embanked in a compe- 
tent manner ; that the land-owners fliould have a power 
of taking water out of the river, at certain times and fea- 
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fons, to water the meadows, when it may be done with 
the leaft injury to the mills ; that all flood-gates and )¥afte 
water Ihould be regulated in an efficient manner. 

The expence of carrying this plan into execution, would 
be inconliderable, when compared with t^.e advantages at* 
tending it. The foil, which will neceffarily be tafccn from 
the nooks and corners of the land, or from the fides of the 
river, to widen it, in order more efFeftually to carry off 
the floods, will forve to embank it ; and when this buil« 
ncfs is performed, the meadows may be drained where ne- 
ceflary ; the crop of hay and eddilh may at all times be 
preferved ; and the water, which is now the dread of the 
occupiers, may be made the fource of a moft invaluable 
improvement* A tax may be laid upon the land thus to 
be improved, n^ valorem^ in proportion to the ye rly value 
of the mills to be taken away, or any other expences at* 
tending the plan ; which will be b^ut a fmall drawback 
from the advantages to be derived foorn an ipmediate irn*. 
provement of the meadows from 20 ta 401. ptr acre. 

In like manner the meadows on the banks of the Neno 
might be improved, though not to the fame extent* 
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE FEN, 



JFor remarks and additional 
obfcrvationst 



A Bill was brought into parliament in the laft feiGons» 
for the purpofe of altering the courfe of the river Ouze, 
from a place called Eau-brink, below St. German's Bridge, 
to the port of Lynn, as a means of improving the outfall of 
the river, and thereby to produce a better drainage of the 
adjacent country, and alf^ of the Middle and South Levels 
of the fens (the North Level being in a very improved 
ftate). 

The fenny part of Huntingdonfhire, is in that -divifion 
called the Middle Level ; and, as 1 have before had occa- 
iion to remark, (lands much in need of being drained. 

The promoters of the intended cut, have, for their objeft 
a nearer dire£lion, from a given point of the river, to the 
fea ; and thereby avoiding a circuitous pallage over widely 
extended fhallow fands. The water, from fo expanded a 
^ourfe, is certainly the flower in its progrefs to the prefent 
out-fall, and, confequently depofits in its courfe a confi- 
derable quantity of its impurities ; which have, from a 
great length of time, tended to choak up the out-fall, to 
the prejudice of the navigation of the river, and the drain- 
ing of the fens. 

The moft zealous promoters of this plan, are thofe gen- 
tle mea 
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tlemen, whofe eftates are fituate neareft to the intended 
out- fall, whofe immediate benefits are certain, and to 
tbe utmoft of their wi(hes ; others are lefs fanguine, whofe 
eftates are fituated in the more interior parts of the- fen. 
They are ready to admit, that the intended cut will be a 
fundamental point gained, towards eiFe£ling a competent 
drainage of the whole ; but it flops Ihort of the utmoft 
benefit wliich they might derive from it, becaufe a great 
fyftem of interior drainage muft be accomplifhed, before 
they can derive an equal benefit from the propofed mea*^ 
fure. 

Perfons interefied in the navigation of tbe port of Lyniv 
to the fea, are faid to oppofe ftis intended cut, upon tlie 
ground, that the rapidity with which the water will come 
from the high land, thus confined or circumfcribed in its 
bounds, will not only increafe the exifting defeAs of the 
harbour (there being fand-banks below the port of Lynn, 
which are immoveable, and, on that account, fediment 
will be there increafed), but that it will endanger part of 
the town. 

Arguments fuppofed to be dcftruftive of each other; 
for the lame power which would endanger the town of 
Lynn, would not fail, in a proper diredlion,. to clear its 
way, through no fmall impediments, to the fea ; and it is an 
axiom in hydraulics, that where a proper fall of water i» 
certain, confining any given body of it to narrower limits, 
will be the fureft means of forcing, deanfing, and in-» 
creafing its depth. 

It appears to me a fortunate circumftance (from what* 
ever caufe it might happen) that the intended bill did not pafs 
into a law in the laft feilions ; as the time neceflarily now 
givea before it (hall again be brought forward, may be a 
means of bringing all parties nearer together, and inducing 
C * them. 
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them to unite, in framing a welUdigeftcd fydem, for pro« 
moting the general drainage of the Middle and South 
Levels, by which mcafure, 300,000 acres may be improved^ 
and indeed brought to the higheft (late of cultivation. 

The expcnccs of carrying it into execution, will bear 
but a fmall proportion, to the advantages of advancing fo 
neglefled and rich a traQ of land, to a fiate ot tertilitf, 
producing hemp, flax, corn, and flie means of breeding 
and feeding immenfe quantities of cattle and llieep, inftead 
of fifh and wild fowl, when the happy event fliall take 
place. I fliall prefume to recommend to the proprietors 
and occupiers, to be more attentive to improved agricultaret 
rejefling the prefent barbarous mode of management, and 
avoiding paring and burning"^, as a procedure which, if 
allowable in the firft Hep towards cultivation, after a com« 
petent drainage is effefled, (a% a means of expeditiouily 
getting rid of the coarfe ftn produflions upon the land) 
ought ever afterwards to be condemned ; for thit foil which 
is already too light, requires not alhcs to be mixed with 
it, the fureft way of making it lighter. 

That foil which is already too low, ought not to be fub- 
tilized with fire, the fureft means of reducing its quantity ; 
and, I am confident, that if fen land was, when drained, to 
be managed with the fame care, in the mode of cultiva- 
tion, which is fuccefsfully applied, in the moft approved 
hufbandry, upon light high land foils, every poflible good 
would refult from- it. 

* Paring and burning, in b»d hand$, is to be rejf Aed upon every kind of 
land, as a meafure deltiiidive to the landlord's interell, and only promoting 
thai of the tenant fur five or fix yean. But under proper maiugemeot, tht 
cafe may be otherwife. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN POPULATION. 



COMFORTABLE habitations fliould be provided 
upon every eftate, for the induftrious labourers who are 
employed upon it ; and where it is neceiTary that any new 
eredions ihall take place, 1 would recommend that they 
fliould be placed contiguous to each other, from which cir- 
€umftance> the conduct of each individual, would be known 
to bis neighbours ; and giving each labourer a portion of 
land, to fupply him with efculent roots, and (where necef- 
lary) with the means of maintaining an hardy cow, of the 
Scotch or Welch breeds ; provifions, thus made, for the 
neceilary labourers upon each eftate, there would be no 
doubt of an increafe of inhabitants, whofe duty, as well 
as interefi, it would be, to exert themfelves to the utmoft 
of their power, for the fanners, at all feafons of the year, 
whilfl the influence of the neighbouring magiftracy, would 
be a barrier againft their being opprcflTed. 

If diefe meafures were to be purfued, and the farmers 
were provident (as is the cafe in Norfolk, and Suffolk) to 
engage a competent number of labourers, mechanics, 
artificers, tradefmen, and others (fome confiderable time 
before harveft) to affift in the neceflary bulinefs of it, dif« 
ficulties, lofles, and extraordinary expences, would be in 
almoft every cafe prevented. 
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STILTON, 18 the only common-field parifli in the 
county, which is divided into four parts, the great quantity 
of manure, which is here made on account of the inns, 
enable the occupiers (being innkeepers), who farm the 
moft confiderable part of the land, to purfue a quick ro« 
tation of crops, different from the adjacent fields* The 
foil is for the mofl part flrong and loamy, but, from being 
very much enriched with manure, the nature of it is 
greatly changed. This place is famous for the cheefe, called 
Stilton cheefe, though made at Dalby in Lelceflerfhire. 
Here are veftiges of the ftone hovel mentioned in Gough's 
Camden, as having belonged to the late Cooper Thorn* 
hill *. His worthy fucceflbr, thefe is a very good com- 
mon-fieM farmer, and has ftone hovel poils originally 
brought from the quarries in Nortliamptonfhire. They 
are about 2 feet 6 inches high from the ground, and capped 
with fh)ne, (to prevent rats and mice from i^fcending)', upon 
which a wooden frame is laid, to fapport the grain 
deposited thereon ; and fuch mode of fecuring grain is an 
excellent fubftitutc for bams, and very defirable for the 
prefervation of wbtat, and ^Ifb beans when made up in 
iheaves. Had Mr. Tliornhill been cautious, not to place 
any wooden props or ladders, againft his ftack or hovel, 
by which means the rats and mice could aione afcend it, 
his com -would probaWy hate been well prefcrved. 

Near this place is the famous lake called Whittlefea 
Meer, by no means a beautifiil obje£t, in any paint of vkw 
from the furrounding country ; but has been very inucb 
frequented by fafhiooable people an the fummer feafons^ 
on account of the excellent failing and filhing it afibrdfl* 

« Oti this fiotst hovel, he tniti a flsclr, tvhich wis fappofed to he worth 
ftbout 800L Bui when It wastakon dowo for Ihreftiiiig, « rtrj large propor- 
tion of it had been devoured by vermim 
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CONCLUSION, 



ON the whole, if under the patronage oFfo valuable an 
inftitution as the BOARD of AGRICULTURE, proper 
meafures were fpeedily taken, for the improvement of the 
County of Huntingdon, there can be no doubt, that, in thfr 
fpace of a very few years, the population of the county 
would be confiderably increafed ; the fituation of every in- 
dividual in it would be materially bettered; and the 
kingdom at large, would receive a very important accef* 
£on, to its opulence and ftrength* 




